
ARTS & CULTURE
PROGRAM

The ACES Arts and Culture Program will soon be completing its 6th year.
For the last two years with the destructive pandemic raging throughout our
world, our ACES students could not experience concerts at Strathmore
Music Center, The Kennedy Center, or the brilliance of our Smithsonian
Museums, especially our frequent trips to National Museum of African
American History and Culture (NMAAHC).
We had to pivot…and felt it so important to reach within our Montgomery
College arts scene. Our program introduced our students to magnificent
Visual Arts programs offered here at Montgomery College by creating zoom
forums for directors of our programs and guest artists to give their
viewpoints on the educational journey ahead for our students, as well as
what the arts (and careers) world will look like “post-covid”.

One highlight occurred on October 19, 2021, when our Arts and Culture
Program sponsored an energetic roundtable with three visual artist/mentors
for our ACES high school students, “So, You Think You Want to Go Into
the Visual/Technological Arts?”. Professor Swanson (Chair, Media Arts
& Technologies Department here at MC), Professor Edgar Reyes (Graphic
Design Lecturer/Site Coordinator, Salisbury University) and guest artist,
David Kepron, AIA (Architect, Artist, Author, Educator, Brand Experience
Design Strategist, and Podcast Moderator) were panelists who spoke
eloquently and honestly about the educational pathway and possibilities in
new careers in the visual arts that those majoring in the visual arts programs
at MC and other colleges can aspire to. Without a doubt, we look forward
to sponsoring more of these programs – in person as well as via zoom – that
inspire our up-in-coming artists in the near future – here at MC and beyond!
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From his TV sitcom…to now at war, Ukraine’s actor-president, Volodymyr
Zelensky has modeled an idea of leadership that is very different from
Vladimir Putin’s.

Volodymyr Zelensky is Playing the Role of His Life
Violinist’s new theatre – a bomb shelter!

Violinist plays in bomb shelter for displaced Ukraine residents –
video

Artists – from ballerinas to musicians – take their passion for art, and
their strong spirits, to fight back during this horrid invasion of their
beloved Ukraine.

For sure, we are getting stronger now…and healthier…and we look forward
to re-vitalizing our Arts and Culture Program and launching our 7th year in
September, 2022. Our overall program mission remains clear – to creatively
collaborate and nurture – always reconfirming the value, power, and
importance of the arts in our culture, especially in the quickly changing and
challenging 21st century! As all of us know, the arts and artists give us
forward momentum to be empathic individuals, a compassionate
community, and an inclusive society.

A clear and empowering example of this is watching the visual and
performing artists of Ukraine dedicating their lives to defend their freedoms
– no matter the danger ahead of them.

Therefore, we felt it was important to highlight those courageous, smart,
and passionate artists who have chosen to transfer their extreme talents,
discipline, and ability to “reach an audience”, and join the fight for Ukraine.
Below are just a few of the world news articles coming in about those
exquisite Ukrainian performing and Visual Artists.

We wish them safety and will keep them in our thoughts during this
traumatizing time; we salute their bravery! As we know, leadership is
sometimes thrust upon us…we applaud not only their artistic and fearless
leader, President Zelensky, but all Ukrainian artists joining forces to fight for
their freedom and country. Bravi! Bravissimo!

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/09/arts/television/volodymyr-zelensky-servant-of-the-people.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/video/2022/mar/07/violinist-plays-in-bomb-shelter-for-displaced-ukraine-residents-video
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Art ists  –  f rom bal ler inas to music ians –  take their  pass ion for  art ,
and their  st rong spir i ts ,  to f ight back dur ing th is  horr id invasion
of their  beloved Ukraine.

Under attack,  Ukraine 's  music ians become war reporters  and
mi l i tary fundraisers .
Ukraine 's  Premiere Bal let  Dancers Swap Tutus for  Guns,  Join
Fight Against  Russ ian Invasion.

Ukraine is  home to many museums. . .and the di rectors and staff
of these museums are putt ing their  own l ives in danger to move
valuable art  to h iding places for  safety f rom destruct ion dur ing
the horr id invasion.

How Art ists  are Responding to Russ ia 's  Invasion of Ukraine
Art ists  in  Ukraine reach out to Art ists  Abroad for  Aid. . .and
Support!

As Russ ia 's  Invasion of Ukraine Intensif ies ,  Art ists  and
Inst i tut ions React to an Uncertain Future.

A grassroots in i t iat ive,  Museum Cris is  Center ,  a ims at helping
museum workers with donat ions,  medicine,  food/water ,  in
Ukraine emergency regions,  evacuat ing artworks ,  and ul t imately
support ing the rebui ld ing of destroyed museums.

This  Group is  Helping Museum Workers in  Ukraine.

https://www.bbc.com/news/entertainment-arts-60586817
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7mIZGINBexw
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/how-artists-are-responding-to-russias-invasion-of-ukraine-180979653/
https://www.artnews.com/art-news/news/russia-ukraine-invasion-artists-museums-react-1234620180/
https://hyperallergic.com/719347/this-group-is-helping-museum-workers-in-ukraine/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=D032422&utm_content=D032422+CID_b2a852697eb59d6f9f762b0bfb4811d6&utm_source=hn&utm_term=This+Group+Is+Helping+Museum+Workers+in+Ukraine

